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Abstract: The Author claims that next to the right to participate in scientific progress and its benefits, there exists also a 

right to an informed social consent to science. As a consequence, if the ethical rule stems from a common sense morality, 

the legislator has a duty to see to the evolution of the legal rule, in order to account for the progress of scientific knowledge 

and for the extent to and way in which this progress is accepted by society. 
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